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Dear Pastor 

Greetings in the wonderful name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. I thank God for your life and
commitment to this ministry and above all to God's service. Here is my latest Pastoral letter for you
all. Please share it with your people. It is very important that your people can be blessed with these
great teachings. 

Happy Easter to all! Let's celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus! 

General news 

This year has so far been a good year! The ministry is growing and expanding in many nations, for
which we praise the Lord. 

In March I was able to be with our Rivers of Joy churches in Liberia and had a great programme
there, including training for many pastors and leaders. In three weeks time I will be travelling to the
Philippines to visit our Rivers of Joy churches there. Sadly my visit to western Kenya had to be
postponed due to unsuitable and very expensive flights; we will try again later in the year. 

But a programme of other visitations is being prepared for the rest of this year and so please let me
know in good time if you wish me to visit you. It takes time to organize my visit, find suitable flights at
a good price, arrange for visas and so on. 

The Word of God 

The power of the resurrection 

"Why do you seek the living One among the dead? He is not here, but He has risen just as He
said." Luke 24:5-6 

For the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, Jesus' resurrection is the most powerful event in history.
All that we ascribe to, all that our life and worship is about is based upon this foundational piece that
Jesus Christ rose from the dead. Nothing short of God provides power like that. Does your life lack
power? Is there much you would like to accomplish but you don't have the capacity and strength to
do it? Maybe you can't break the chain of a sinful habit or overcome fear or anxiety or be the man or
woman that God created you to be. Whatever it is, Jesus Christ can change your life. His
resurrection is evidence of the power to prove that. 

Let's make it personal. Luke 24 gives us a glimpse into the lives of three women who were the first
to hear of the Easter miracle. Jesus died late on a Friday afternoon and we join them early Sunday
morning while it was still dark. As their final act of devotion, the grief-stricken ladies made their way
to Jesus' tomb to prepare His body for burial. They were shocked to find the stone rolled away from
the entrance and His body gone. All their emotions crashed around them. They didn't know what to
do. Suddenly two angels stood before them, asking, "Why do you seek the living among the dead?
He is not here, but has risen" (v. 5). 



I can imagine these ladies kneeling, trembling, and then being asked such a pointed question. Can
you imagine how their hope began to rise as the angels said, "He is not here but He is risen.
Remember how he told you . . ." (Luke 24:6). Overwhelmed by their circumstances they had
forgotten what Jesus had promised - the three most powerful words ever spoken: I will rise. All it
took for their confusion to lift was to remember His Word (v. 8). 

To you who are suffering under the weight of a difficult situation, I write today with this same
message: Jesus has risen and He wants to bring the power of His resurrection to bear upon
whatever you're facing. Do what these ladies did: Believe what He said. Take Him at His Word.
Remember His promises. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is proof that God will do what He said.
Rehearse God's faithfulness in what He did on that pivotal, powerful morning and be filled with faith
at how He is still at work today in your life. 

School of leadership 

God's leading 

'We walk by faith, not by sight.'
2 Cor 5: 7 

Good leaders will tell you that there are times when they're not sure; when they don't know all they
would like to know. And if they are really frank they will admit, 'I'm glad that the people I'm supposed
to lead don't know how much I don't know!' Whether you are a leader or a follower the Bible says,
'We walk by faith, not by sight.' But let's be honest; sometimes we know what God wants us to do
but we don't like it. So we pray hoping that He will change His mind and rubber-stamp what we
want. But that it's not going to happen! God can't bless you beyond your last act of disobedience. In
the book of Hebrews we read, 'By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive
as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going' (Heb 11:8). 

When you follow God, most times you will go out not knowing as much as you would like to.
Counsellors, study groups,success manuals, advisory committees and business plans can help you.
But there comes a time when you have to leave your comfort zone and move in the direction God is
pointing. Will you have answers to all your questions and clarity about all your concerns? No! Just
like your car's headlights don't shine round the next corner, God will give you instructions on a
'need-to-know basis'. And it's the only way to live! It keeps you dependent on Him, helps you to
remember who is in charge and who deserves credit for your successes. And by the way, God's
leading take a lifetime to learn, so don't get discouraged. 

God bless you all! 

Bishop Alex Tana 

General Overseer


